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The Drama Of The Voles

 Over the summer, 
Environmental Club co-advisor 
Mr. McArdle was caring for our 
beloved courtyard, mowing the 
lawn, when he suffered a sudden 
spook! Was it a rat? A chipmunk 
perhaps? Scurrying past his ankles 
was none other than a vole. We 
could imagine a girlish shriek left 
his body time and time again as he 
continued to mow and the voles 
continued to appear. The school 
year had begun now, and Mr. 
McArdle was avidly informing his 
students about the infestation and 
damages the rodents were causing. 
His classes took daily trips to 
the courtyard to try and spy the 
critters and locate their burrows. 

Then, one day, there came about 
possibly one of the biggest moral 
dilemmas in PAHS history: Mr. 
McArdle decided he was going 
to order vole poison. “We are the 
Environmental Club, so obviously 
we are very sensitive to the voles, 
but at the same time they are very 
destructive to all of the plant life 
that we have in the courtyard, so 
we have to do something about 
them and the sooner the better,” 
McArdle claimed. PAAC roared. 
Students were outraged. How 
could he? But Mr. McArdle 
wanted them gone and was 
convinced relocating would lead 
to their inevitable return. The 
poison had already been ordered; 
it had already arrived, in fact, 
and it seemed the damage was 
already done. The constant debate 
seemed to cause a change of heart 
in the eleventh hour, however. 
Senior Class President Matthew 

Yurkunas provided a trap that 
resulted in the safe relocation 
of seventeen voles. Nature also 
seemed to have taken action as 
well, as a hawk had realized that 
the courtyard was basically a 
dining room. There is evidence 

Is Mr. McArdle capable of volecide?

that it captured five or six in the 
beginning of the school year, and 
furthermore, it’s been sighted 
prowling the courtyard in just the 
past few weeks. These creatures 
have certainly created quite a 
conundrum in the courtyard! 

Holiday gifts are a staple of modern 
society. While yearly tradition has this 
season dedicated to gift-giving, the art of 
the activity is a honed skill, nevertheless. 
The “thought is what counts” mindset isn’t 
going to stop people from being upset, as 
satirized in the movie Jingle All the Way 
when Howard Langston, portrayed by Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, has to find a Turbo-Man doll 
for his son. 

The right gift has to have as much 
thought put into it as one would when 

composing music. If it’s not perfect, it could 
fall apart. The receiver is the subject of the 
gift. Their beliefs, interests, maturity, and 
attitude all have to be taken into consideration. 
Cooks might want new pans, mechanics 
may like tools, and a keyboard might work 
for a techie. However, if the cook gets a pan 
that rusts easily or the techie gets a faulty 
keyboard, they may be disappointed. Actively 
researching and engaging is required to find 
the right gift. The importance doubles when 
finding something for those who like artistic 
avenues like movies, books, or video games. 
Finding out their preferred genres is key in 
getting the right items. Someone who likes 
Terminator might not like Pride and Prejudice 
and vice versa.

Another aspect worth noting is 

maturity. Kids typically want items like 
cheap toys and action figures, but as time 
goes on, their tastes will develop. Their lists 
will shorten, but prices will rise. The most 
dangerous trap for any giver is the “peer 
pressure” gift. If a child only wants something 
because everyone else at school is getting one, 
get something you know they’ll like and use 
instead. Fads live as long mayflies and what’s 
“in” now will be “out” no sooner. Ultimately, 
fad gifts often end up adding to the heap of 
junk in the kid’s closet after the thrill is gone. 
If you get them a fun game that’ll create 
memories for them instead, you’ll have a 
positive effect on their years to come. Overall, 
keep the receiver in mind, go the extra mile, 
and don’t let peer pressure taint your gift 
selecting process. Happy Holidays! 

Turbo-Man Or A Bike?
by

DaviD p.
Guth
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On November 17 and again 
on November 25, the school board 
made the decision to transition the 
entire district to remote learning 
until January 4. Though the origi-
nal decision had schools closed 
until at least January 25, schools 
remain closed until January 4 bar-
ring any further changes. For many 
students who prefer in-person 
education, the transition to a fully 
remote learning environment pres-
ents a new challenge in an already 
challenging year. While an in-
person education certainly has its 
advantages, maximizing productiv-
ity while learning online can make 

at the difference between merely 
getting by and being enriched. By 
making a few key changes to your 
routine, you too can make the best 
of the situation we’ve been given.

The first and arguably most 
important step in improving the 
virtual learning experience is to 
maintain a consistent schedule and 
to set clear boundaries between 
work and life. This means getting 
up at the same time everyday, and 
no, that doesn’t mean to get up at 
7:34 everyday either. Allow your-
self time to mentally prepare for 
the day ahead by getting up at least 
a half hour before school. By doing 
so, you’ll be less groggy and more 
alert, something that both your 
first block teacher and grades will 
appreciate. Additionally, aim to eat 
breakfast everyday before school. 
Breakfast is often called the most 
important meal of the day and it’s 

for a study group, even if no study-
ing actually ends up taking place.

Finally, use technology to 
your favor. Dislike Docs? Shun 
Sheets? Scorn Slides? If you’re 
not a fan of the G Suite, or other-
wise prefer Microsoft Office, don’t 
worry: the district has a subscrip-
tion to Office 365, and you’re 
eligible to download Microsoft 
Office to a home or personal com-
puter at no cost to you. To do so, 
head to www.microsoft.com/en-us/
education/products/office, enter 
your school email, click “I’m a 
student,” and enter your password, 
which should be the same as the 
password to your school computer. 
When it prompts you with the “No 
need to sign up” screen, click “OK, 
got it” and then you have access 
to the online edition of Office, 
which can be accessed using the 
school Chromebooks. However, if 
you have a personal PC/Mac, you 
can install the full Office suite by 
clicking “Install Office” in the top 
right corner and proceeding to use 
the installer. The goal ultimately 
is to make technology work for 
you, not the other way around, and 
using software that you’re familiar 
and comfortable with is one way of 
doing so.

The situation that has 
arisen as a result of the pandemic 
is one that no one would have ever 
imagined or desired. However, it 
is our job to rise to the occasion 
and make online learning as en-
riching and enjoyable as possible. 
This winter can still be one that 
you not just survive in, but thrive 
in as well, even if it isn’t how you 
would prefer to learn in the first 
place. Setting a consistent sched-
ule, managing your time wisely, 
seeking help from and socializing 
with friends, and using software 
that you’re familiar with are just 
a few ways that you can improve 
your situation while remote learn-
ing is taking place. By taking a few 
simple steps, making a few clever 
changes, and forming a few helpful 
habits, you too can succeed in your 
studies while virtual. 

true: breakfast improves memory 
and concentration levels, as well 
as improving mood and lower-
ing stress. The effect of waking 
up even a half hour before school 
and eating a nutritious breakfast 
can make a significant difference 
in your school performance and 
morale.

Additionally, from 9:55-
11:48 a.m. each day, you have 
nearly two hours at your disposal, 
time that can be used for a variety 
of purposes. Use this time wisely. 
The break is an excellent time to 
eat lunch, decompress, seek help 
from teachers, get a head start on 
homework, and much more. The 
possibilities are endless. Without 
the structure of A, B, and C time 
slots, enrichment is more flexible 
and versatile than ever. However, 
care should be taken to protect 
against burn out. Be sure to set 
boundaries between school and 
life and exercise good time man-
agement. For instance, if you have 
homework, set aside a block of 
time to do it shortly after school 
and complete it then; if you have 
any spare time, start work on any 
longer-term assignments such as 
projects. If you don’t have spare 
time in your homework block, 
save the work for the next day 
and move on. Don’t procrastinate, 
though. Procrastination causes 
work to pile up and leads directly 
to burnout.

If you’re struggling with 
your schoolwork but don’t require 
the assistance of your teach-
ers, consider having a study/
help group with friends. These 
groups can take place over Zoom, 
FaceTime, Discord, or whichever 
software you prefer. Sometimes 
bouncing ideas off of each other 
can lead to breakthroughs, and 
sometimes one member of a group 
understands what another doesn’t 
and vice versa. Don’t rule out 
what assets your classmates can 
be. Additionally, study groups can 
provide for quality socialization, 
something that is crucial to any-
one’s mental well-being. Consider 
meeting with friends over lunch 

How To Be a Better Online Learner
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CCTI: Secure 
Your Future

Right now, occupational 
training is everything. Most jobs 
demand some sort of qualification 
before you send in an application, 
and that type of training is 
more than often a pain to get. In 
addition, with employers looking 
for workers right out of high 
school, who often have with them 
only a diploma as a means of 
obtaining employment and no other 
training to speak of, how can we as 
students compensate between these 
two truths?

The Carbon Career & 
Technical Institute (CCTI) is a 
technical school based out of 
Jim Thorpe, offering numerous 
courses on real-world skills as well 
as top of the line academics. A 
technical school, to say simply, is 
an institution offering training for 
high school graduates looking to 
head into an occupation after they 
complete their studies. Employers 
often regard these graduates higher 
than individuals who do not have 
the same training. This makes it 
easier to apply for (and secure 
a future in) many jobs in your 
specialty.

And now, employers are 
looking for this qualification now 
more than ever. As technology 
advances, so too does the need 
for skilled and qualified workers, 
qualifications that can be difficult 

to get in our modern era. But 
CCTI and other similar technical 
schools eliminate this difficulty, 
making it easy to get the training 
you need for the job you love.

CCTI offers courses 
to prepare you for many real-
life occupations, such as 
Auto Service & Technology, 
Carpentry, Computer 
Engineering Technology, 
Cosmetology, Culinary Arts, 
Graphic Design, Health/Medical 
Assistant/Aide, Marketing, 
Precision Machine Technology, 
and Welding. If any of these 
courses sound interesting to you, 
or you believe you may need 
them for a future occupation you 
would like to hold, CCTI is your 
first step towards a successful 
career.

After completing 
your final year in the junior 
high school, you should have 
received an application or had 
received a notification about 
where to pick one up. While 
CCTI’s main student body 
comes from new freshmen 
taking their first year of high 
school at CCTI, a sizable 
portion of students also transfer 
from other high schools in the 
surrounding area, including 
ours.

To begin the process to 
transfer to CCTI, talk to your 
guidance counselor and pick up 
an application form from the 
office. Your future is a bright 
one with CCTI! 

by

JaCk

rolappe

 On December 8, twenty 
students were inducted into the 
National Honor Society. Like 
much everything else this year, the 
ceremony was unique in relation to 
past years. Instead of taking place 
on the stage of the auditorium, 
this year’s ceremony took place 
on the floor of the gymnasium, 
with chairs spaced nine feet apart 
from one another. Families sat on 
the bleachers spaced twelve feet 
apart, and no teachers or current 
members were present in order 
to comply with state capacity 
restrictions which limited the 
number of attendees to 10% of the 
gym’s capacity. Additionally, this 
year, no candles were lit during 
the ceremony in order to maintain 
social distancing throughout the 
entire ceremony.
 For as much that has 
changed, some things remained the 
same: the four officers prepared 
speeches on the four pillars of 
NHS. Delivering the speech 
on leadership was President 
Matt Yurkunas, the speech on 

scholarship was Vice President 
Gina Laviolette, the speech on 
service was Secretary Carissa 
Fallon, and the speech on character 
was Treasurer Megan Serfass. Both 
Superintendent Dr. Jodi Frankelli 
and Principal Mrs. Paula Husar 
delivered remarks congratulating 
the inductees on their great 
accomplishment especially in light 
of the circumstances presented.
 In order to be accepted to 
NHS, an applicant must have a 
minimum 3.5 cumulative GPA. In 
addition to the grade requirement, 
an applicant must have at least 
20 hours of community service. 
This was lowered from 45 hours 
in past years as applicants may 
not have been able to volunteer 
nearly as much over the past nine 
months. With 20 new members 
inducted, the membership of the 
society now stands at 35, a figure 
that is one of the highest in the 
past decade according to advisor 
Mr. Alex Knoll. With such a vast 
body of members, more volunteer 
opportunities are available for the 
club to do together are available 
going forward when better days 
return. Though it was an induction 
unlike any other, a bright future 
lies ahead for NHS. 

NHS Inducts 20 
New Members
by 

Chris

WalkoWiak

2019-2020 NHS Members
Emily Baumgardt, Emily Bonser, Hannah 
Bonser, Kelci Bubser, Molly Campbell, 
Carissa Fallon, Timothy Iles, Gina Lavio-
lette, Brody Muniz, Abigail Reis, Megan 
Serfass, Caitlin Smith, Jacob Sutton, 

Karyn Thomas, Matthew Yurkunas.

2020-2021 NHS Members
Julia Blose, Brock Bollinger, Emma 
Christman, Hannah Citron, Alex Co-

hen, Shannon Dougherty, Grace Heist, 
Nevaeh Keiper, Carl Jacob Kern, Dylan 
Kern, Erin Kistler, Brynn Merkel, Bri-
anna Moore, Brianna Muffley, Isabella 
Mujevic, Aiden Reinhardt, Kyle Sebelin, 
Tristan Stano, Christopher Walkowiak, 

Francesca Webb.
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 During the holiday season, the idea of 
St. Nick having a list and checking it twice is 
used as a warning by parents to make sure their 
kids behave. However, the idea of someone 
having a list of thousands, if not millions, of 
people and judging each one as naughty or nice 
is terrifying to say the least. Yet, those people 
exist.
 A glance at history would reveal a 
thread between the world’s worst dictators and 
what were often referred to as blacklists. One of 
the more infamous blacklists was the Sonder-
fahndungsliste G.B. otherwise known as The 
Black Book. This was a list produced by the 
SS during World War II and consisted of over 
two thousand individuals to be arrested after 
a planned invasion of Britain. These people 
ranged from citizens to political exiles and were 

all likely to be killed by the Nazis.
 Another more cunning blacklist was 
compiled by Mao Zedong and the Communist 
Party of China. The Hundred Flowers Cam-
paign was an effort to encourage people to 
voice their opinions and criticize the govern-
ment and party. In Mao: The Unknown Story, 
writer Jung Chang and historian Jon Halliday 
point out that “Mao was setting a trap.” After a 
year, the campaign evolved from encouraging 
criticism to cracking down on it. People who 
criticized Mao and the party were listed and ar-
rested.
 There is a misconception in the United 
States that because of the Constitution and Bill 
of Rights, the American people are safe from 
similar actions by people in government posi-
tions. Officials like Senator Joseph McCarthy 
proved this wrong with the Hollywood black-
listings that were carried out through the 1940s 
and 50s. Red Channels was a book published by 
the government that listed a hundred and fifty 
actors, writers, musicians, and journalists that 
allegedly had ties to Communism in the United 
States, all of whom were then barred from 

working in Hollywood. This ruined the careers 
and lives of many people who simply had dif-
ferent political beliefs.
 In modern America, the blacklist has 
evolved to the point where anyone can be 
barred from the highest places. This is known 
as cancel culture, and there is no nice list. A 
simple post from years ago can be enough to 
get someone fired. However, some believe that 
isn’t enough. Representative Alexandria Oc-
asio-Cortez proposed “archiving these Trump 
sycophants” to the Trump Accountability 
Project. This project plans to list anyone who 
campaigned, worked for, and/or funded Presi-
dent Donald Trump. The goal, as former press 
secretary of the Democratic National Commit-
tee, Hari Sevugan, would say, is to make sure 
these people “aren’t able to profit.”

It isn’t clear where this project draws the 
line. Obviously, donors with deep pockets will 
be listed, but what about private citizens who 
donated a few dollars each to the Republican 
Party? Endorsements from politicians and busi-
nessmen will be noted, but what about teenage 
volunteers who helped the Trump campaign? 
This ambiguity alone is reminiscent of history 
when it comes to political naughty lists. 

Political Naughty Lists

Happy 

Holidays

and Happy 

new year

from 

tHe

aVenGer

staff
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Christmas is almost here! If you are 
still wondering what to ask for and love video 
games, this article is perfect for you. Here we 
will be listing some of the newest and most 
popular advances in video games and consoles.

5. Call of Duty: Cold War
Call of Duty: Cold War is the sixth 

installment in the Black Ops series and the 
seventeenth overall installment of the Call of 
Duty games. It features campaign, multiplayer, 
and zombies game modes. In the campaign, you 
play through the 1980s and the Cold War, while 
going on missions in places such as Vietnam. 
In multiplayer, you face real players in a large 
variety of game modes. In zombies, you fight 
massive hordes of zombies to progress, as it 
gets tougher and tougher to survive. Call of 
Duty: Cold War was released on November 13, 
so it’s brand new and features new and thrilling 
combat.

4. Oculus Quest 2
The Oculus Quest 2 is the newest 

advancement in virtual reality gaming. It 
features updated graphics, six gigabytes of 
RAM, and the highest resolution display that 
Oculus has offered thus far. With so many 
possibilities for new, better quality games, 
the Oculus Quest 2 is a definite to add to your 
Christmas list this year!

3. Marvel’s Spider-Man: Miles Morales
The new Spider-Man game has officially 

come out, and the story is about the newest 
name behind the mask, Miles Morales. Like 
other games by Marvel, this is a story-based 
game and features plenty of action-packed 
scenes. If you love superheroes, then this is the 
game for you! 

2. Assassin’s Creed Valhalla
Assassin’s Creed Valhalla is the twelfth 

major installment and the twenty second 
release for the Assassin’s Creed series. With an 
amazing storyline, great quality graphics, and 
plenty of action, this game is perfect for anyone 
who loves the Assassin’s Creed franchise or 
games like it. 

1. Xbox Series X/PlayStation 5
It’s no surprise that the Xbox Series X 

and PlayStation 5 would be in this list! Both 
are brand new consoles that were released 
this November. The Xbox Series X and PS5 
make great Christmas gifts this year, with 
improved graphics, loading speed, and much 
more. Though the consoles are expensive, 
they’d make amazing gifts for this upcoming 
Christmas and are a surefire way to make 
someone’s holiday! 

Five Things to Look for This Holiday Season
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Electric Vehicles: The Logical Choice
by 

CoDy

WalkoWiak

Artwork by Karsten Rolappe

 With the global average 
temperature rising at an 
increasingly rapid rate, the need to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
is of utmost importance. One fifth 
of all emissions in the United 
States come from the tailpipes of 
cars, trucks, and buses as of 2018. 
Considering that as the population 
grows, more people will be taking 
to the roads, cutting out these 
sources of carbon dioxide are 
critical to meeting the 45 percent 
reduction of global emissions 
by 2030 deadline. The answer 
to this problem is to electrify 
our vehicles, but aside from the 
clear environmental benefit, they 
have several other advantages 
over internal-combustion engine 
vehicles.
 As more electric 
vehicles are being manufactured 
nationwide, the costs of purchasing 
one are dropping. Even if you 
end up spending more than what 

you would normally spend on a 
traditional gas-powered vehicle, 
it will pay itself off in gas savings 
alone. The average American 
spends about $1,400 a year on 
gas; multiply that by the number 
of years the average car is in 
service (12 years) and the cost 
of ownership would be a little 
more than what you would pay 
for the cheapest electric luxury 
vehicles. Even though a higher 
energy bill is possible with the 
ownership of an electric vehicle 
as a result of the need to recharge, 
the total cost of owning one would 
remain much lower than that of 
an internal-combustion engine 
vehicle. Keep in mind that electric 
cars have much lower maintenance 
requirements as well. There is 
no need for oil changes, and on 
average, there are about 800 fewer 
parts in electric vehicles to be 
broken. Range is not a problem 
either; the latest electric vehicle 
models all have a range over 200 
miles, which is more than enough 
to take you from one charging 
station to another.
 From a health standpoint, 

electric vehicles 
are much safer. An 
estimated 150 
million Americans 
live in areas where 
the air quality does 
not meet national 
standards. Most 
of these pollutants 
come from the 
tailpipes of vehicles 
that release harmful 
carbon monoxide, 
nitrogen oxide, and 
other particulate 
matter. Nationally, 
particulate matter 
is responsible for 
approximately 30,000 premature 
deaths and increases the risk of 
respiratory ailments like asthma 
and bronchitis. An additional 2.1 
million people in more polluted 
Asian countries, like China and 
India, die prematurely due to 
smoggy conditions. More life-
threatening illnesses like cancer 
can be derived from poor air 
quality. The conversion to electric 
vehicles would better protect 
vulnerable groups like those with 

The Conservationist

underlying respiratory conditions 
and road workers. The benefits of 
going electric far outweigh those of 
sticking with internal-combustion 
engine vehicles. Because of their 
great help to the climate crisis, the 
health of people, and your finances, 
electric vehicles are simply the 
logical choice. 
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