
Path to Reopening Schools: 

Health & Safety Plan Update

October 6, 2020 - School Board Workshop



The objectives of this presentation are to provide the following information:

1. Current Carbon County COVID-19 transmission level information

2. Recent survey results

3. Recommended plan to move forward and fully reopen our schools

4. General updates to the district’s Health and Safety Plan

Introduction 
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The science, public health conditions, and orders/guidance surrounding COVID-19 are continually evolving.

Main websites referenced in this presentation:

● Determining Instructional Models During the COVID-19 Pandemic

● COVID-19 Early Warning Monitoring System Dashboard

● What’s New?

Key Websites
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https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/Pages/DeterminingInstructionalModels.aspx
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Monitoring-Dashboard.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/Pages/WhatsNew.aspx


Current

Transmission Level
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The Departments of Health and Education issued recommendations to Pre-K to 12 schools to use when making decisions 

related to the instructional models during the 2020-21 school year. 

Guidance relies on two standard public health metrics: incidence rate and the percent positivity of diagnostic testing 

reported by county. These metrics are available on the COVID-19 Early Warning Monitoring System Dashboard.

Determining Instructional Models 

Source: COVID-19 Early Warning Monitoring System Dashboard

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Monitoring-Dashboard.aspx
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Monitoring-Dashboard.aspx


Week of Sept. 25- Oct. 1 

Source: COVID-19 Early Warning Monitoring System Dashboard

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Monitoring-Dashboard.aspx


As of the latest reporting period, 10/2/20, Carbon 

County is Moderate.

The Level of Community Transmission in the 

County is an “OR” decision NOT “AND”.

Instructional Models recommended in Moderate:

● Blended Learning (aka “hybrid”)

● Full Remote Learning

August 10, 2020 - Determining Instructional Models 

Source: Determining Instructional Models During the COVID-19 Pandemic

15.6

1.7

https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/Pages/DeterminingInstructionalModels.aspx


Source: Determining Instructional Models During the COVID-19 Pandemic

https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/Pages/DeterminingInstructionalModels.aspx


Survey 

Data
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Parent Feedback Survey



Parent Feedback Survey
If the district offered a FULL IN-SCHOOL option for your K-2 child/children, 
would you select this option instead of your child's/children's current 
learning model even if you knew that this meant that the 6 feet of social 
distancing would not occur?



Parent Feedback Survey



Parent Feedback Survey
If the district offered a FULL IN-SCHOOL option for your Gr. 3-6 
child/children, would you select this option instead of your 
child's/children's current learning model even if you knew that this meant 
that the 6 feet of social distancing would not occur?



Parent Feedback Survey



Parent Feedback Survey
If the district offered a FULL IN-SCHOOL option for your Junior High 
child/children, would you select this option instead of your 
child's/children's current learning model even if you knew that this meant 
that the 6 feet of social distancing would not occur?



Parent Feedback Survey



Parent Feedback Survey
If the district offered a FULL IN-SCHOOL option for your Senior High 
child/children, would you select this option instead of your 
child's/children's current learning model even if you knew that this meant 
that the 6 feet of social distancing would not occur?



18

Parent Feedback Survey
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Teacher Feedback Survey
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Teacher Feedback Survey



Teacher Feedback Survey
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Are you in favor of returning to FULL IN-SCHOOL instruction sometime in the 
fall knowing that (1.) Carbon County was in the "low" COVID transmission 
phase for four consecutive weeks, (2.) 6 feet of social distancing will not 
occur for students (except at lunch), and (3.) a full virtual option would 
still be available to your students?
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Teacher Feedback Survey



Moving Forward

Focus Area #1 -

Teaching & Learning
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● Remote learning days will include a mixture of synchronous and asynchronous instruction.

● Teachers will have additional autonomy in their classrooms so they may balance their in-

person and at home learners in a manner that works best for their curriculum, lessons, or 

activities etc.

● The structure of the day and student schedules may vary within building and across the 

district.
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Hybrid Model: Remote Learning Days



● Beginning with the week of October 5, 2020, there must be three out of four weeks in the 

“Low” transmission rate in Carbon County

● Phased-In Return

○ Phase 1:  Grades K-2

○ Phase 2:  Grades 3-6 (Begins two weeks after Phase 1 is implemented)

○ Phase 3:  Junior High School (Begins two weeks after Phase 2 is implemented)

○ Phase 4:  Senior High School (Begins two weeks after Phase 3 is implemented)

● The district would not consider implementing a more restrictive instructional model unless 

one of the following occurs:

○ Carbon County moves to the “substantial” transmission rate

○ Multiple COVID cases occurred in the district

Return to Full Instruction & Elimination of the Hybrid Option
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Other HSP Updates
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● The District Cleaning Plan and Building Safety Plans are available on the PASD 

website.  (Focus Area #2)

● Clubs/Extracurricular plans are available on the PASD website as they are 

approved by the building principals.  (Focus Area #12)

● A return to a full in-person option will increase student numbers on our busses.  

(Focus Area #3)

Noteable Focus Area Updates
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● This previous list does not represent all updates/changes to the district’s plan, so parents 

are strongly encouraged to review the entire plan.

○ The plan and this presentation will be posted on the Return to School page this 

week. 

● Guidance, data, and recommendations from various sources are always changing, so the 

district’s plan may be updated at needed.    

○ Board approval is only required for certain categories in Focus Area #1 (Teaching 

and Learning). 

● Please refer to the Frequently Asked Questions pages that are on our website:

○ Health & Safety Plan

○ Spectators at Athletic Events

General Information
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HHjJkriG3c0qzYvllf48FZRHjwpHNx5IiX0GxdKifAE/edit?ts=5f1e407e
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v53fh9tPwgyXaxlLYLPb-wPQ9axxGJIt7l52J3yOMvE/edit


Technology:  tech.dept@palmerton.org

District Plan:  pasd@palmerton.org

Sports/Spectators:  kporembo@palmerton.org

School Plans:  Please email the building principal. 

Extracurricular Plans:  Please email the club/activity advisor.

Questions/Comments:
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mailto:tech.dept@palmerton.org
mailto:pasd@palmerton.org

